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	 This	 has	 been	 a	 great	 year	
for	 Iota	 Nu!	 	 We	 are	 proud	 to	
have	 received	 The	 Dean’s	 Cup,	
the	award	for	most	Outstanding	
Fraternity,	 for	 the	 3rd	 time	 in	
4	 years,	 and	 we	 have	 the	 high-
est	GPA	of	any	Greek	organiza-
tion,	 including	 sororities.	 The	
majority	of	our	brothers	are	ac-
tive	 in	 the	 Order	 of	 Gownsmen	
academic	honor	society.	We	are	
also	pleased	to	have	many	new	
members	 who	 are	 all	 assets	 to	
the	brotherhood.	
	 Campus	involvement	among	
the	 brothers	 is	 impressive.	 We	
have:	 a	 member	 of	 Phi	 Beta	
Kappa	 academic	 honor	 society,	
two	 Emergency	 Medical	 Tech-
nicians,	 the	 Speaker	 of	 the	 Stu-
dent	 Assembly,	 several	 mem-
bers	of	the	Crew	team	including	
its	 Captain,	 a	 member	 of	 Psi	
Chi	 Psychology	 Honor	 Soci-
ety,	a	member	of	 the	University	
Orchestra,	 members	 of	 the	 Se-
wanee	Purple	staff	 including	its	
Co-Editor,	many	Resident	Com-
puter	 Consultants,	 Proctors,	 As-
sistant	 Proctors,	 several	 Varsity	
athletes	in	Track	and	Swimming,	
and	 nearly	 the	 entire	 Executive	
Committee	 of	 Sewanee	 Men	
Against	Rape,	of	which	I	am	the	
new	president.	
	 A	 new	 brother	 and	 gradu-
ating	 senior,	 Jacob	 Moore,	 has	
received	 Sewanee’s	 prestigious	
Aiken	 Taylor	 Internship	 with	
The	Sewanee	Review,	the	oldest	

Congratulations 
from “Doc”

	 “Please	let	Simon Gooch	and	
the	chapter	know	how	pleased	I	
am	to	hear	the	good	news	of	all	
the	accolades	cited	lauding	Iota-
Nu	 at	 Sewanee.	 	 Egads,	 what’s	
left	 that	 is	 worthy	 and	 good	
that	 they	 haven’t	 achieved?	 	 If	
my	shirt	had	 lapel	and	buttons,	
they’d	 have	 popped-off	 before	
finishing	 the	 read.	 God	 bless	
and	keep	our	brothers,	and	may	
they	be	inspirations	to	the	other	
chapters	on	campus	and	 in	our	
brotherhood.		

In	ZAX/love,			
Doc”

Ed. - The Rev. S. George “Doc” 
Dirghalli, was a 
young LCA Staffer 
when he explored 
starting a Colony 
at Sewanee, nearly 
50 years ago. Later 

a beloved Grand High Alpha, 
Doc greatly helped to inspire 
the successful effort to get our 
charter back, after our mem-
bership had dwindled.

continuously	 running	 literary	
quarterly.		The	new	officers	and	
the	 rest	 of	 the	 brothers	 are	 ex-
cited	about	the	next	year,	as	we	
continue	to	strive	for	excellence	
and	brotherhood.	

In	ZAX,
Simon Gooch
High Alpha
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Hal Carson #156	and	wife	Beth	
of	Spartanburg,	SC	sent	to	sever-
al	brothers	a	blast	from	the	past	
-	 classic	 photos	 of:	 a	 Big-Little	
Bro’	 dinner;	 brothers	 helping	
the	family	of	a	brother	from	our	
Union	 chapter	 clear	 the	 build-
ing	 site	 after	 a	 fire	 destroyed	
their	 home;	 and	 LC’s	“great	 air	
guitar	 players	 in	 1970	 with	 our	
Homecoming	 band	 The	 Lem-
onade	 Charade!”	When	 retired,	
Hal	 plans	 to	 travel	 and	 would	
enjoy	visits	to	and	from	brothers.	
They	also	have	a	vacation	home	
in	the	NC	mountains	that	“might	
be	 good	 for	 a	 reunion	 or	 visit.”	
halbethcarson@charter.net

Kevin Harper #185,	 his	 wife	
Denise	 &	 kids,	 Katherine	 and	
Chase,	 just	 moved	 to	Williams-
burg,	VA.	He	sells	Nike	shoes	to	
U.S.	military	base	exchanges.	

James H. Hill #216	 of	 Holly-
wood,	SC	celebrated	his	grand-
daughter’s	 3rd	 birthday.	 If	 you	
visit	 the	 Charleston	 area,	 look	
him	up!

Jonathan Stearns #283	 was	 at	
Homecoming	 and	 got	 the	 im-
pression	 that	 “the	 House	 is	 in	
need	 of	 further	 repair	 but	 the	
Fraternity	 is	 doing	 reasonably	
well.”	 His	 new	 job	 is	 Managing	
Director	 of	 AIG	 –	 Direct	 Invest-
ments,	in	NYC.

Nick Funk #348	 and	 Laura	
moved	from	FL	to	the	Rio	Grande	
valley	where	he	was	called	to	be	
Rector	 of	 St.	 James	 Episcopal	
Church,	 Las	 Cruces,	 NM.	 (the	
web	 site	 is	 www.saintjameslc.
com).

Anson Mount #383	 is	 in	 Santa	
Monica,	CA.	His	new	movie,	out	

this	February:	“All	the	Boys	Love	
Mandy	Lane.”	

David Mushal #470	lives	in	Al-
vin,	 TX	 where	 he	 teaches	 high	
school	 biology	 &	 anatomy	 and	
Annie	 started	 a	 small	 organic	
farm.

Andrew Schmidt #482	 would	
like	 to	 sell	 you	 his	 Sewanee	
house,	 120	 Bob	 Stewman	 Rd.	
He’s	 Donor	 Relations	 Manager	
for	 the	TN	 Nature	 Conservancy	
in	 Knoxville:	 Andrew_Schmidt@
tnc.org

Adam Moran #494	of	Cookev-
ille,	 TN	 works	 at	 Hermitage	
Hardwood	 Lumber	 Sales,	 ex-
porting	to	SE	Asia.	He	has	an	ex-
tra	bedroom	 for	you	 to	visit	his	
new	home!

	 Joining	 LCA	 im-
pacted	 my	 life	 over	
the	 years,	 much	
more	 than	 I	 imag-
ined.	The	 brothers	 I	
met	 then,	 and	 meet	

now,	keep	me	involved	at	Sewanee	
in	invigorating	ways	–	from	telling	
stories	 with	 alums,	 to	 working	 on	
the	 House	 Corp.,	 to	 guiding	 new	
brothers	through	the	Ritual.	

	 I’ve	 been	 honored	 to	 serve	
with	 many	 fine	 undergraduates	
and	 alumni.	 Together,	 with	 hard	
work,	we	can	insure	that	each	new	
Associate	 receives	 a	 pure	 and	
bright	 light	 to	 help	 chart	 our	 fu-
ture.	

In	ZAX,
The Rev. Nick Funk
I-N 348
C ’87, T ’05

WHY GIVE 
TO IOTA-NU?

	 Members	of	
“Lambda	 Chi	 Al-
pha”	 get	 the	 Cor-
porate	 Discount	
(20%	 anytime;	
50%	 2	 days	 ea.	
mo.)	 from	 Jos.	 A.	

Bank	Clothiers	(www.josbank.com):		
It	takes	5	min.	to	register	at	a	store!

Dress for 
$ucce$$

Hoke Cagle, Bill Clinkscales, 
George Finley, Kyle Kaiser, An-
drew Kendall, Kurt Kors, Don-
ald Lemons, John Moss, Michael 
Paradise, Steven Thomason, 
David Zeman, Bryan Ecklund, 
Scott Francis, Micah Hargrove, 
Michael Paradise.

Missing Brothers

© ©

DATES TO 
REMEMBER...

June 7 - July 19
Summer School
June 13 - July 20 
HOUSE CLOSED 
(rented for Music Festival)
July 16 - 19 
LCA General Assembly, 
Phoenix, AZ
Aug. 23
New students arrive
Oct. 25
Homecoming



Page 3Cliffhanger
The

See WATSON on Page 4

Spring 2008

Ayurvedic Medicine and 
Preventative Healthcare     		
Chris Piromalli, I-N#396, C’97 
spent part of his year at the Com-
prehensive Rural Health Project 
in Jamkhed, India.

	 My	 Watson	 year	 provided	
me	with	the	unique	opportunity	
to	study	the	practices	of	holistic	
care	 in	medicine.	To	gain	 these	
perspectives,	 I	 traveled	 to	 In-
dia	 to	 explore	 the	 ubiquitous,	
ancient	 healing	 science	 of	 Ay-
urvedic	 medicine	 that	 prides	
itself	 in	 its	 holistic	 traditions,	
philosophies,	and	practices.	My	
travels	throughout	India	brought	
me	to	numerous	rural	and	urban	
health	 care	 projects.	 I	 worked	
with	physicians	who	practiced	a	
variety	of	healing	arts,	including	
Ayurveda,	 Allopathy,	 Naturopa-
thy,	 Yoga,	 Homeopathy,	 Unani,	
and	Siddha	Medicines.	This	year	
opened	 my	 eyes	 to	 unique	 un-
derstandings	 about	 medicines	
that	 I	 may	 never	 have	 experi-
enced	here	in	the	United	States.

	 The	 year	 I	 spent	 in	 India	
transformed	 my	 life.	 It	 helped	
me	 discover	 my	 passion	 for	
public	 health	 and	 my	 commit-
ment	to	working	with	medically	
underserved	communities.	Most	
important,	 my	 time	 in	 India	 en-
riched	 me	 spiritually,	 strength-
ening	 my	 faith	 and	 deepening	
my	sense	of	purpose.	

	 My	Watson	year	blessed	me	
with	a	yearning	to	serve	and	an	
understanding	that	we	are	each	
equipped	with	unique	gifts	 that	
can	 make	 a	 difference	 in	 the	
lives	around	us.

	 My	 advice	 for	 students	 ap-
plying	for	the	Watson	Fellowship	
would	 be	 to	 ask	 yourself,	 “If	 I	
could	go	anywhere	in	the	world	
for	an	entire	year	and	study	what	
I	love,	what	would	that	be?”	This	
forms	 the	 foundation	 of	 your	
project	proposal,	and	it	will	con-
stantly	 guide	 you	 throughout	
your	Watson	year.

	 My	 Watson	 Fellowship	 en-
couraged	me	in	my	desire	to	be-
come	 a	 healer	 who	 recognizes	
the	 importance	 of	 holistic	 care.	
Today	I	am	in	a	DO	and	MPH	pro-
gram	at	Nova	Southeastern	Uni-
versity	in	Ft.	Lauderdale,	Florida.	
I	received	a	National	Health	Ser-
vice	 Corps	 scholarship,	 which	
is	paying	for	my	medical	school	
expenses;	 in	return,	I	will	serve	
in	an	underserved	community	in	
the	U.S.	providing	primary	care.	
This	 is	 my	 dream	 scholarship,	
as	it	allows	me	to	work	with	un-
derserved	communities	without	
worrying	about	how	I	am	going	

to	 pay	 off	 my	 medical	 school	
bills.	[U	of	S	website].

Going to the Ends of the Earth: 
Community Life in 
Remote Societies   				
Jonathan Meiburg, I-N#394, 
C’97 visited: Argentina, Falkland 
Islands, Australia, New Zealand, 
Canada.

	 The	 aim	 of	 my	 project	 was	
to	 visit	 remote,	 isolated	 human	
communities	 and	 to	 document	
the	 humdrum	 details	 of	 every-
day	life	there.	I	was	particularly	
interested	in	the	subtle	ways	that	
people’s	perceptions	of	and	atti-
tudes	toward	the	world	changed	
when	 they	were	surrounded	by	
wilderness,	 when	 self-sufficien-
cy	was	a	fact	of	life.	

	 I	 spent	 time	 in	 Tierra	 del	
Fuego,	 Argentina;	 the	 Falkland	
Islands;	 the	 Aboriginal	 settle-
ment	 of	 Kowanyama	 in	 Cape	
York,	Australia;	 the	Chatham	Is-
lands	 of	 New	 Zealand;	 and	 the	
Inuit	village	of	Kimmirut	 in	Baf-
fin	Island,	Canada.	My	activities	
included	 working	 as	 a	 field	 as-
sistant	 on	 a	 bird	 survey	 in	 the	
Falklands,	 clearing	 trails	 with	 a	
machete	 for	 the	 New	 Zealand	
Department	 of	 Conservation,	
waging	war	on	gorsebushes	with	
matches	and	an	axe,	organizing	
the	 photographic	 archives	 of	
the	 Kowanyama	 land	 manage-
ment	 office,	 and	 accompanying	
Aboriginal	 hunters	 on	 foraging	
trips	into	the	bush.	

Watson Fellows: 
Two Brothers tell their stories...

TJW
Thomas J. Watson Fellowship

	 The	 mission	 of	 the	 Thomas	 J.	
Watson	 Fellowship	 Program	 is	 to	
offer	 college	 graduates	 of	 unusual	
promise	a	year	of	 independent,	pur-
poseful	 exploration	 and	 travel	 out-
side	of	 the	United	States	 in	order	 to	
enhance	 their	 capacity	 for	 resource-
fulness,	 imagination,	 openness,	 and	
leadership	and	to	foster	their	humane	
and	 effective	 participation	 in	 the	
world	community.

-From the Watson 
Fellowship web site
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	 I	 went	 to	 study	 people,	 but	
I	 ended	 up	 being	 equally	 fas-
cinated	 by	 the	 birds	 of	 these	
remote	 areas.	 It’s	 an	 interest	 I	
never	would	have	predicted,	but	
found	hard	to	resist	after	walking	
through	 colonies	 of	 albatrosses	
and	 penguins	 in	 the	 Falklands,	
glimpsing	 blue-winged	 kooka-
burras	 and	 black	 cockatoos	
slipping	into	the	forests	of	Cape	
York,	 discovering	 the	 nest	 of	 a	
snow	 bunting	 in	 a	 rock	 cleft	 in	
the	Arctic.	I	had	no	idea	that	the	
natural	 world	 could	 be	 so	 bi-
zarre	and	beautiful.	

	 I	 have	 now	 finished	 a	 mas-
ter’s	 in	 geography	 from	 the	
University	 of	 Texas.	 My	 thesis	
focused	 on	 factors	 limiting	 the	
distribution	of	the	striated	cara-
caras,	a	very	clever	bird	of	prey	
that	 I	 first	 encountered	 in	 the	
Falklands.	I’m	planning	to	go	on	
to	 a	 Ph.D.,	 probably	 in	 biology.	
I’m	 also	 touring	 and	 recording	
with	 the	 bands	 Shearwater	 and	
Okkervil	River.	By	the	end	of	my	
Watson	year,	I’d	pared	down	my	
baggage	to	two	items:	a	daypack	
with	my	notebooks	and	camera	
inside,	and	a	cheap	guitar.	

	 My	 advice	 for	 students	 ap-
plying	 for	 a	 Watson	 would	 be:	

Don’t	 be	 scared	 to	 suggest	 a	
project	 or	 place	 that	 seems	 off	
the	 wall	 (or	 even	 a	 little	 scary)	
if	you	think	you	can	make	a	case	
for	 it.	 I	was	an	English	major	at	
Sewanee,	 and	 I’d	 never	 left	 the	
country	before	the	Watson	year.	
The	Watson	fellows	I’ve	met	who	
seem	 to	 have	 gained	 the	 most	
from	the	year	were	the	ones	who	
really	pushed	themselves	physi-
cally	and	mentally.	

	 Here’s	 one	 of	 my	 favorite	
stories	from	my	Watson	year,	in-
volving	people	and	animals:	

	 Lea	 Clough,	 a	 fisherman	 in	
the	 Chatham	 Islands,	 took	 me	
spotlighting	one	night	for	brush-
tail	 possums	 and	 wekas	 (flight-
less,	 chicken-like	 birds).	 Both	
species	are	 introduced	pests	 in	
the	 islands,	 though	 they’re	 pro-
tected	 in	 their	 native	 Australia	
and	 New	 Zealand.	 I	 was	 in	 the	
back	 of	 the	 truck	 with	 the	 rifle;	
Lea	drove	slowly	along	the	grav-
el	 road,	 scanning	 every	 fence-
post	 and	 brushpile.	 After	 a	 few	
minutes	 I’d	 started	 to	 get	 the	
hang	of	it	and	had	brought	down	
a	couple	of	possums.	It	was	easy;	
their	 eyes	 looked	 like	 glowing	
marbles	in	the	glare	of	our	head-
lights,	 and	 they	 conveniently	
froze	 when	 we	 approached.	 As	
we	came	over	the	top	of	a	hill,	I	

saw	what	looked	to	be	a	possum	
convention	 in	 a	 field	 near	 the	
road.	I	called	to	Lea	to	stop.

	 “Do	 you	 see	 the	 really	 big	
possums,	the	ones	with	the	eyes	
a	 bit	 farther	 apart?”	 he	 said.	
“Yes,”	I	said,	releasing	the	safety	
on	the	rifle	and	bringing	it	to	my	
eye.	“Don’t	shoot	them,”	he	said,	
laughing.	“They’re	sheep.”	[from	
U	of	S	website].
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